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Bridlinoton  Quay, 

February  10th,  1898. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Bridlington,  for  the  year  1897. 

The  Urban  District  includes  Bridlington,  Bridlington  Quay,  Hilder- 
thorpe,  and  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Sewerby  and  Bessingby.  For  the 
purposes  of  this  Report  these  parts  are  divided  into  three  localities — the 
township  of  Bridlington  with  part  of  the  parish  of  Bessingby  to  form  the 
“ Old  Town  ” locality,  Bridlington  Quay  and  part  of  Sewerby  parish  to 
form  “ The  Quay,”  whilst  Hilderthorpe  for  the  first  time  is  treated  as  a 
separate  locality.  The  Urban  District  thus  grouped  has  an  area  of  2,790 
acres,  or  4^  square  miles,  with  a population  of  about  2,000  to  the  square 
mile,  the  bulk  of  the  population  being  confined  to  the  localities  named,  the 
area  of  greatest  density  coinciding  with  the  oldest  part  of  the  town. 

The  contour  of  the  ground  is  a gentle  slope,  somewhat  undulating, 
trending  from  the  Wolds  on  the  North  to  the  Sea  on  the  South  and  East. 
There  is  a good  porous  subsoil  of  sand  and  gravel,  overlying  in  the  South 
the  post  tertiary  deposits  of  Holderness,  and  on  the  North  the  chalk  deposit 
of  the  Wolds.  The  scenery  varies  with  the  geological  features,  running 
through  various  phases,  from  the  bare  and  somewhat  bleak  outlook  of  the 
high  ground  on  the  North,  to  the  sylvan  sweetness  and  milder  air  of  low 
lying  Holderness,  the  soft  ripple  of  the  waters  of  the  bay  and  the  distant 
view  of  Flamborough’s  grand  white  cliffs. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  considerable  progress  for  our  town — 
the  opening  up  of  the  district  and  the  vigour  with  which  building 
operations  have  been  conducted  both  North  and  South  of  the  town  have 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  intending  residents  a varied  choice  of  situation, 
and  give  great  promise  of  future  development  of  the  rateable  area  and 
consequent  prosperity  to  the  Urban  District.  Its  gieat  natural  attractions 
amplified  and  supported  as  they  now  are  by  many  and  varied  improve- 
ments— the  grand  stretch  of  sea-front,  flanked  by  drives  and  promenades, 
overlooked  by  rows  cf  handsome  houses  and  approached  by  wide  clean 
streets,  make  our  town  stand  with  scarcely  a rival  on  the  East  Coast. 
Every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  enhance  our  reputation  in  this 
direction,  especial  care  should  be  given  to  street  cleaning,  sewer  flushing 
and  the  checking  of  that  tendency  to  deposit  rubbish  and  filth  here  and 
there  on  the  beach  and  in  odd  corners,  to  which  sea-faring  populations 
appear  so  prone.  Probably  we  never  had  so  many  visitors  and  excursionists 
in  any  one  year  before,  and  although  I hear  individual  complaints  of 
reduced  pecuinary  returns,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  aggregate  of  wealth 
distributed  was  proportionate  to  the  influx,  and  that  what  was  lacking  in 
quality  was  compensated  by  quantity.  The  Privy  Council  enquiry  held 
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in  the  Autumn  in  response  to  a wide  spread  desire  for  incorporation  has 
directed  public  attention  to  the  advantages  likely  to  accrue  through 
raising  our  District  to  the  dignity  of  a borough,  and  the  liklehood  of  this 
laudable  ambition  being  gratified  will  I trust  be  an  incentive  to  the 
Sanitary  Authority  to  adopt  an  adequate  and  vigorous  policy  of 
administration,  looking  to  the  future  to  give  a profitable  return  for  the 
necessarily  large  outlay  that  the  provision  of  suitable  municipal  machinery 
may  entail  and  remembering,  in  the  words  of  the  learned  Privy  Council 
Commissioner — “ Your  best  advertisement  is  a clean  bill  of  health.”  The 
control  of  the  streets,  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  water-supply  from 
any  contamination,  the  early  information  of  the  presence  of  infectious 
disease,  the  provision  of  isolation  hospital  accommodation  to  deal  with  it 
when  it  does  come,  the  erection  of  a public  disinfecting  station,  and  a 
destructor  for  deleterious  rubbish  are  all  subjects  which  should  receive 
your  early  and  sympathetic  attention — they  will  well  repay  the  initial 
outlay,  not  only  by  conserving  the  health  and  energy  of  the  population, 
but  by  giving  tangible  and  concrete  evidence  that  the  governing  body  of 
the  town  is  alive  to  its  responsibilities  and  prepared  to  do  whatever  is 
necessary  to  keep  the  town  in  the  front  rank  of  health-resorts.  Another 
question  to  which  I have  to  direct  your  attention  is  the  lack  of  control 
exercised  over  the  crowds  who  throng  the  beach  during  the  summer 
months — during  the  past  season  several  narrow  escapes  from  galloping 
horses  came  to  my  notice,  and  more  than  one  case  of  injury  from  this 
cause  and  from  treading  with  bare  feet  on  broken  metal  or  glass.  This 
matter  as  well  as  the  reckless  riding  of  bicycles  in  the  principal  streets  . 
near  the  Beach  and  Spas  should  be  dealt  with  in  your  Bye-laws. 

The  prevalence  in  the  rest  of  the  Country  of  Zymotic  diseases  has 
necessarily  had  its  due  influence  on  our  sickness  rate,  bringing  us  during 
the  year  a considerable  amount  of  Measles,  Scarlatina  and  Enteric  Fever 
of  a mild  type,  fortunately  without  much  adverse  effect  on  our  mortality 
rate,  the  increase  in  our  aggregate  of  deaths  being  more  proportionate  to 
our  increase  in  population  than  indicating  any  excess  in  one  kind  or  other 
of  sickness.  The  early  part  of  the  year  saw  us  with  a good  many  cases 
of  Influenza  from  which  the  Country  now  never  seems  to  get  really  free. 

The  weather  of  the  year  was  somewhat  trying — after  a very  change- 
able Spring  we  had  a prolonged  spell  of  dry  weather,  sometimes  hot  and 
sometimes  cold,  which  ended  up  with  rains  and  damp  much  at  the  time  we 
could  have  better  done  with  warmth,  whilst  the  later  months  of  the  year 
were  noticeable  for  the  cold  damp  fogs  which  were  most  persistent.  I 
append  a table  of  Barometerical  readings. 


BAROMETER,  1897. 


Month. 

Highest  Lowest 

Range 

Month 

Highest 

Lowest 

Range 

li  January... 

30-40  i 29-46 

00-94 

July 

30-30 

29-54 

0-76 

| February . 

30-45  ; 29-06 

1-39 

August.... 

30-18 

29-40 

0-78 

1 March 

30-06  29-06 

i-oo 

September 

80  47 

29-57 

0-90 

t April 

30-16  29-40 

0-76 

October  ... 

30-50 

29-34 

1-16 

| May 

30-36  29-44 

0-92 

November 

30-50 

29-50 

1-00 

| June  

30-15  ! 29-44 

0-71 

December. 

30-59 

29-06 

1-53 
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This  does  not  constitute  a very  elaborate  foundation  on  which  to 
found  observations  of  the  influence  of  climatic  conditions  on  the  incidence 
of  disease,  and  unfortunately  they  are  all  the  meteorological  observations 
which  are  available  and  I would  again  advise  the  equipment  of  a weather 
station. 

TABLE  OF  HOUSES. 


Bridlington 
Bridlington  Quay 
Hilderthorpe 

1897. 

1896.  | 

Occupied. 

Unoccupied 

Occupied. 

Unoccupied] 

1206 

1064 

507 

4 

1156 

1418 

7 1 

20 

2777 

4 

2574 

27  1 

The  estimated  population  for  the  year  is  11,251,  divided  between  the 
Old  Town,  the  Quay  and  Hilderthorpe  as  follows,  4,682,  4,448,  and  2,126 

DISTRICT  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  TEN  YEARS,  1888-97. 


1888  1889  1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1805  1896  1897 


Births. 

Deaths. 

221 

148 

211 

147 

230 

169 

246 

187 

229 

173 

225 

195 

265 

135 

244 

172 

273 

165 

278 

192 

Birth-rates. 

22*31 

21-14 

23-0 

25-10 

23-48 

22-9 

26-9 

24-58 

26-6 

24-7 

Death-rates. 

General. 

14-40 

14-70 

16-90 

19-08 

17-70 

19-8 

13-7 

17-32 

16-18 

17-06 

Zymotic. 

0-40 

| 0-70 

1-80 

1-42 

1-74 

2-54 

1-01 

2-92 

1-65 

1-5 

lnfantil?. 

108-5 

142-1 

147-8 

101-6 

135-3 

155-5 

116-9 

204-9 

109-8 

154-6 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  FOR  1897. 


The  birth-rate  of  England  and  Wales  was  equal  to  29- 7 per  1000,  and 
with  two  exceptions  was  lower  than  in  any  other  year  on  record  ; compared 
with  the  average  rates  in  the  ten  preceding  years  it  shows  a decrease  of 

1-0  per  1000. 

The  death-rate  was  equal  to  17*4  per  1000  which  was  1*2  per  1000 
below  the  average  rate  in  the  ten  preceding  years.  Excepting  1894  and 
1896  the  death-rate  last  year  was  the  lowest  on  record. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  was  in  the  proportion  of  156  per 
1000  births  registered,  which  was  8 per  1000  above  the  average. 

The  deaths  resulting  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  were  equal 
to  a rate  of  2Y5  per  1000  living,  against  2Y7  and  2-21  respectively  in  the 
two  preceding  years. 

The  Urban  Mortality  was  18-2  and  the  Rural  mortality  was  15-8 
per  1000. 
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MARRIAGES. 

There  were  85  marriages  solemnised  within  the  Urban  District 
Council’s  area  during  the  year,  being  at  the  rate  of  15T0  persons  married 
to  each  1000  of  the  population,  compared  with  22  and  2P6  in  the  two 
preceding  years. 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 

There  were  278  births  registered  in  the  Urban  District  during  the 
year  1897,  against  273  and  244  in  the  two  preceding  years.  As  shown  in 
the  following  table  the  Old  Town  locality  contributed  to  this  total  20  per 
cent,  more  births  than  Hilderthorpe  and  the  Quay  together.  The  birth- 
rate of  the  respective  localities  was  32'8  for  Bridlington,  16*2  for  the  Quay 
and  24-4  for  Hilderthorpe.  The  births  for  the  Urban  District  being  equal 
to  an  annual  ratio  of  24’70  per  1000  living. 


TABLE  OF  QUARTERS. 


m 

1897. 

1896. 

<8 

<3 

13 

g 

13 

o 

S 

n 

Females. 

13 

o 

§ 

§ 

Pm 

H 

s 

H 

BBIDLINGTON. 

1st  Quarter. 

20 

~18~ 

38 

15_ 

14 

29 

2nd  Quarter. 

22 

21 

43 

19 

15 

34 

3rd  Quarter. 

22 

15 

37 

30 

22 

52 

4th  Quarter. 

18 

18 

36 

21 

19 

40 

Totals 

82 

72 

154 

85 

70 

155 

BRIDLINGTON  QUAY. 

1st  Quarter. 

5 

9 

14 

5 

4 

9 

2nd  Quarter. 

15 

7 

22 

6 

11 

17 

3rd  Quarter. 

12 

8 

20 

11 

6 

17 

4th  Quarter. 

7 

9 

16 

5 

4 

9 

Totals 

39 

33 

72 

27 

25 

52 

HILDERTHORPE. 

I 

1st  Quarter. 

10 

6 

16 

11 

6 

17 

2nd  Quarter. 

2 

6 

8 

16 

4 

20 

3rd  Quarter. 

7 

7 

14 

15 

5 

20 

4th  Quarter. 

8 

6 

14 

4 

5 

9 

Totals 

27 

25 

52~ 

~46~~ 

~ 20~ 

~ 66~ 

Totals  for  the  District 

148 

130 

278 

158 

115 

273 

There  were  24  children  born  out  of  wedlock,  constituting  of  8‘6  per 
centum  of  total  births,  and  being  equivalent  to  an  illegitimate  birth-rate 
of  2*13  per  1000  living. 
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DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 

The  corrected  deaths  for  the  Urban  District  were  192,  against  165  and 
172  for  the  two  preceeding  years.  Of  this  District  total  the  Old  Town 
contribnted  102,  the  Quay  65,  and  Hilderthorpe  25.  The  death-rates  from 
“all  causes”  and  at  “all  ages”  was  27'78  at  Bridlington,  14*6  at  the  Quay, 
and  11*7  at  Hilderthorpe,  the  rate  of  mortality  for  the  Urban  District  as  a 
whole  being  equal  to  17 '06  per  1000  living. 


TABLE  OF  QUARTERS. 


1 1897. 

j 1896.  | 

C/3 

JD 

J3 

13 

H 

ll 

J5 

13 

13 

a 

s 

<D 
fV  i 

o 

H 

a 

6 

<D 

rv. 

o 

H 

BRIDLINGTON. 

HH 

1st  Quarter. 

22 

12 

34~ 

9 

8 

17 

2nd  Quarter. 

13 

8 

21 

7 

11 

18 

3rd  Quarter. 

9 

12 

21 

12 

5 

17 

4th  Quarter. 

13 

13 

26 

14 

13 

27 

Totals 

57 

45 

102 

42 

37 

79 

BRIDLINGTON  QUAY. 

1st  Quarter. 

7 

7 

14 

6 

4 

10 

2nd  Quarter. 

7 

11 

18 

8 

7 

15 

3rd  Quarter. 

9 

11 

20 

8 

8 

16 

4th  Quarter. 

8 

5 

13 

3 

15 

18 

Totals  1 

81 

34 

65  I 

25 

34 

59 

HILDERTHORPE. 

1 

1st  Quarter. 

1 

4 

5 

3 

~2~ 

5 

2nd  Quarter. 

3 

2 

5 

3 

3 

6 

3rd  Quarter. 

3 

4 

7 

3 

4 

7 

4th  Quarter. 

8 

5 

8 

2 

7 

9 

Totals 

~10 

15 

25 

11 

16 

27 

Totals  for  the  District 

98~ 

94 

192  | 

78 

87 

165  J 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  43,  and  are  in 
the  proportion  of  154*6  per  1000  live  births.  Of  these  infantile  deaths  9, 
or  20'9  per  centum  were  of  children  born  ont  of  wedlock,  and  represent 
37-5  per  cent  of  the  illegitimate  births  for  the  year. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 

. The  gross  mortality  arranged  to  show  the  relative  proportions  at 
various  ages,  locality,  disease  and  quarter  of  the  year  will  be  found  in  the 
annexed  Table,  and  exceeds  the  gross  mortality  of  the  previous  year  by  25 
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First  Quarter. 

£> 
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r, 
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00 

o 

hh 
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Disease : — The  first  six  names  on  the  list  represent  “ the  seven 
principal  zymotic  diseases,”  and  contribute  between  them  a total  of  17,  of 
which  11  belong  to  the  Old  Town,  and  6 to  the  Quay  and  Hilderthorpe, 
the  zymotic  death-rate  for  the  Urban  District  being  1*5  per  1000  as 
compared  with  1-65  and  2'92  for  the  two  preceeding  years,  and  being  0-65 
below  the  zymotic  rate  of  England  and  Wales  for  1897.  There  were  two 
deaths  attributed  to  Influenza  against  3 the  year  before.  There 
were  13  deaths  from  Cancer  of  one  form  or  another,  constituting  the 
highest  record  for  any  year  since  1886,  when  these  data  began  to  be  more 
carefully  tabled.  Phthisis  and  general  Tuberculosis  are  together 
responsible  for  11  deaths  in  1897,  against  19  in  1896  and  11  the  year  before. 
The  group  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  have  24  victims  in  1897, 
reaching  with  the  exception  of  1895  the  lowest  record  for  the  past  10  years. 
The  mortality  from  Disease  of  the  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord,  mostly 
lioemorrhagic  and  Disease  of  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  was  heavy,  the 
former  group  taking  32,  and  the  latter  25,  compared  with  18  and  13  in  the 
preceding  twelve  months.  Old  age  is  credited  with  18  victims  against  26 
last  year,  whilst  cbild-birth  has  5 deaths  for  1897,  against  none  in  the 
previous  year. 

Age: — The  table  shows  an  excess  of  17  deaths  under  1 year  over  the 
corresponding  column  for  1896,  whilst  at  the  other  end  of  life  there  is  not 
much  difference  between  the  two  years. 


YEARLY  MO  RTALITY  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  SINCE  1886. 


1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

■ 1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Diarrhoea 

8 

2 

1 

7 

6 

2 

19 

1 

18 

3 

7 

Diphtheria  

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever... 

1 6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever... 

1 1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

Measles 

! 3 

9 

5 

7 

4 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

6 

4 

2 

4 

Small  Pox  

1 

Croup  

1 

1 , 

1 

2 

YEARLY  MORTALITY  FROM  CERTAIN 

DISEASES  SINCE  1886. 

1886 

1887  1888  1889 

1 1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Cancer 

6 

9 

4 

5 

12 

8 

6 

8 

5 

10 

10 

13 

Tuberculosis  ... 

13 

10 

13 

15 

14 

20 

16 

18 

17 

11 

19 

11 

Influenza 

1 

10 

6 

1 

11 

3 

2 

Bronchitis,  &c. 

25 

33 

28 

23 

31 

33 

29 

30 

28 

17 

25 

24 

VACCINATION. 

During  the  six  months  ended  30th  June,  there  were  175  births 
registered  in  the  Bridlington  Registrar  District,  of  these  105  were 
successfully  vaccinated,  and  17  died  unvaccinated,  leaving  52  or  29'6  per 
centum  to  be  accounted  for  later.  This  is  an  improvement  on  the 
corresponding  period  of  some  previous  years,  but  the  following  table  shows 
the  enormous  amount  of  lee-way  there  is  yet  to  be  made  up  before  we  can 
fice  the  probability  of  a Small  Pox  invasion  with  equancinity.  The 
present  severe  outbreak  of  Small  Pox  at  Middlesbro  with  360  cases  of  the 
disease  under  treatment  at  one  time,  the  steady  reproduction  of  the  disease 
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and  the  very  complete  means  of  intercommunication  which  exist  between 
infected  centres  and  other  parts  of  the  Country  should  awaken  Sanitary 
Authorities  not  only  to  the  necessity  of  firmly  enforcing  the  Vaccination 
Laws  but  of  making  due  provision  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of  cases 
of  the  disease.  More  especially  is  it  necessary  that  Poor  Law  Authorities 
and  their  officials  should  be  on  the  watch  to  detect  symptoms  of  the 
complaint  in  the  persons  of  tramps  and  suchlike  frequenters  of  casual  wards 
and  common  lodging-houses,  for  by  them  a great  deal  of  the  spreading  of 
Small  Pox  is  accomplished.  In  the  present  as  in  all  other  epidemics  the 
disease  shows  a marked  partiality  for  the  unvaccinated,  and  such  as  it 
does  not  slay  carry  about  them  to  the  end  of  their  days  indelible  marks 
of  its  power  and  virulence. 

VACCINATION  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  TEN  YEARS  1887-96. 


Births. 

Success- 

fully 

Vacci- 

nated. 

Insus- 

ceptible. 

Died 

unvaccin- 

ated. 

Postpon’d 
by  Medi- 
cal Cer- 
tificate. 

Removed 

to 

Districts 

known. 

Removed 

to 

Districts 

unknown 

unac- 

counted 

for. 

Per  cent 
lost  sight 
of  or  un- 
actd.  for 

1887' 

276 

216 

— 

31 

6 

9 

— 

14 

5-0 

1888 

299 

239 

— 

29 

3 

2 

4 

22 

8*3 

1889 

310 

191 

— 

37 

— 

2 

6 

54 

17-4 

1890 

275 

214 

— - 

25 

1 

2 

7 

26 

9*4 

1891 

324 

245 

— 

36 

2 

— 

— 

40 

12-3 

1892 

290 

206 

— 

24 

— 

1 

— 

59 

20-0 

1893 

326 

202 

— 

33 

— 

2 

— 

89 

27-3 

1894 

309 

192 

— 

32 

2 

4 

10 

67 

24-9 

1895 

308 

147 

— 

35 

2 

— 

— 

124 

40-26 

1896 

327 

212 

2 

42 

1 

2 

11 

57 

20-7 

THE  LLOYD  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL. 

This  interesting  and  valuable  local  charity  has  been  of  the  greatest 
use  to  the  community  during  the  past  year,  and  proved  an  inestimable 
boon  to  many  sick  poor.  There  were  119  out-patients  and  161  in- 
patients during  the  year,  whilst  the  number  of  visits  to  the  Hospital  for 
medicine  and  advice  reached  the  very  considerable  total  of  1,531,  entailing 
on  the  Honorary  Medical  Staff  and  the  internal  administration  of  the 
hospital  an  amount  of  work  which  is  scarcely  realised  by  those  not 
acquainted  with  the  manifold  duties,  and  the  hundred  and  one  details 
connected  with  hospital  work.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  earnest  appeal 
for  funds  will  meet  with  an  equal  responce,  and  this  very  deserving 
institution  be  soon  out  of  debt. 

ST.  ANNE’S  CONVALESCENT  HOME. 

There  were  860  admissions  to  this  Home  during  the  season  of  1897, 
making  the  past  year  fourth  in  point  of  numbers  since  the  Home  was 
opened.  A Church  of  England  Institution  it  extends  its  Catholic 
sympathies  to  all  creeds,  and  brings  to  a constantly  widening  circle  the 
benefits  of  sea-air,  plentiful  nourishing  food  and  cheerful  environment. 
That  so  large  a number  of  sick  people  should  have  been  received  and 
looked  after  with  only  one  death  is  wonderful  testimony  to  the  ability  with 
which  the  Home  is  administered,  and  speaks  volumes  of  praise  for  the 
watchful  care  and  kindly  attention  so  lavishly  accorded  these  deserving 
ones.  I am  glad  to  see  that  a new  Chapel  with  improved  ventilation  has 
been  erected  and  that  further  expenditure  is  contemplated  in  order  to 
segregate  those  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  for  I take  it  no  one  now-a-days 
regards  Consumption  as  other  than  infectious. 
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SANITATION. 

There  was  no  falling  off  in  the  labour  of  this  department,  from 
scavenging  to  boat  inspection,  smoke  observation  and  dairy  supervision, 
the  regulations  of  common  lodging-houses,  and  the  surveilance  of  horses 
and  donkeys  on  the  Beach,  we  have  an  amount  of  work  got  through  which 
may  well  make  us  wonder  how  the  Inspector  with  an  occasional  assistant 
can  do  so  much.  The  mere  collection  of  over  ninety  pounds  in  small  sums 
must  entail  a considerable  amount  of  work 

I have  accompanied  Inspector  Reed  to  every  part  of  the  District 
during  the  year  and  have  visited  with  him  all  the  reported  cases  which 
called  for  the  intervention  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; my  visits  have 
included  all  the  Slaughter-houses,  Common  Lodging-houses  and  most  of 
the  Dairies  and  Cow-sheds  on  his  list.  There  is  one  Slaughter-house  next 
to  a Public  Elementary  School  and  other  two  are  so  close  to,  and  hemmed 
in  by  dwelling-houses  that  the  three  must  often  prove  a great  annoyance 
to  their  neighbours  ; such  places  should  always  be  relegated  to  the 
outskirts  of  a town,  and  no  new  ones  should  be  licensed  in  crowded 
localities.  Some  of  the  Cowsheds  are  very  primitive,  and  whilst  not 
recommending  palatial  buildings,  I think  the  Authority  may  well  insist 
on  something  more  suitable  for  the  business  than  the  ramshackle  structures 
doing  duty  in  one  or  two  instances. 

I am  glad  to  learn  that  the  experiment  of  the  Urban  District  Council’s 
doing  the  scavenging  with  its  own  carts,  horses  and  men  has  proved  so 
successful,  and  would  strongly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  system 
throughout  the  District.  That  816  doors  should  be  found  fastened  on  the 
morning  of  collection  indicates  that  house-holders’  complaints  of  neglect 
are  not  always  warranted. 

The  additional  lavatory  accommodation,  to  the  want  of  which  I drew 
your  attention  last  year,  is  in  process  of  being  supplied.  The  drainage  of 
the  Cliff  Lavatory  should  be  overhauled  and  put  right  before  another 
season  comes. 

The  Port  Sanitary  Work  has  been  considerable  during  the  year,  and 
during  the  visiting  season  an  assistant  Inspector  was  appointed  to  help  in 
this  section  and  to  overlook  the  business  on  the  sands  and  to  help  in  other 
matters.  I would  especially  emphasize  Inspector  Reed’s  recommendation 
for  increased  supervision  and  more  stringent  regulation  of  the  traffic  on 
the  Beach  during  the  season,  effective  assistance  should  be  provided  for 
the  Inspector  for  at  least  six  months,  beginning  on  the  first  of  May  in 
each  year. 

I am  glad  to  learn  that  you  have  commenced  the  revision  of  your  bye- 
laws, and  cannot  too  strongly  urge  the  importance  of  having  the  whole  of 
your  regulations  brought  up  to  date  at  the  earliest  possible  time. 

Allow  me  to  thank  the  Gentlemen  forming  your  Sanitary  Committee 
for  the  interest  they  have  shown  in  the  work  of  the  department  and  for 
their  unvarying  courtesy  and  kindness  to  myself. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  WETWAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Urban  Council  and  Sanitary  Authority,  Bridlington. 
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To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Bridlington  Urban  District  Council, 

February,  1898. 

Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of 
work  done  in  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1897. 

Inspection. — I have  carried  out  a house  to  house  inspection  of  the 
entire  District,  and  where  I have  found  Sanitary  defects,  have  reported 
the  same  to  the  Sanitary  Authority.  Numerous  small  matters,  however, 
have  been  corrected  during  the  year,  on  verbal  recommendation. 

House  Drainage,  &c. — The  drainage  of  Houses,  Water  Supply,  and 
Ventilation,  have  received  due  attention,  and  I am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report  that  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  entire  District,  as  it  relates  to 
these  items,  is  generally  very  good. 

Tabular  Statements. — I append  herewith,  a Tabular  Statement  of  the 
cases  with  which  I have  dealt,  which  contains  a large  number  of  instances 
of  defective  Privies  and  Soil  Boxes,  Dipstone  Cesspools,  worn  out  and 
defective  Pan  Closets,  want  of  Ventilation  and  Water  Supply,  and  improper 
situation  of  same,  House  Drains  blocked  up,  or  defective. 

Defective  Privies. — Defective  Privies  form  a large  proportion  of 
cases  reported,  and  consist  of  badly  arranged  Privies,  or  Privies  in  bad 
repair,  old  leaky  wood  Soil  Boxes  unfit  for  use,  and  others  discharging 
into  large  Ashpits.  Several  large  Ashpits  have  been  abolished,  and  others 
made  up  to  ground  level,  and  the  connexion  with  the  privy  cut  off. 

Two  houses 'where  night-soil  had  to  be  carried  through  dwelling 
rooms,  have  been  provided  with  soil  boxes  fitted  with  air-tight  covers. 

Cesspools. — The  Dipstone^Cesspools  have  been  replaced  by  Sanitary 
Syphon  Gullies. 

Water  Closets. — Defective  Water  Closets  are  in  most  cases  those 
known  as  Pan  Closets,  and  they  have  been  replaced  by  new  Closets  of 
modern  pattern  and  construction  and  properly  ventilated.  Four 
improperly  situated  have  been  removed. 

House  Scavenging. — The  work  of  House  Scavenging  of  the  whole 
District  is  divided  into  six  sub-districts  numbered  one  to  six  viz  : Bridlington 
two  sub-districts,  Quay  three  sub-districts,  and  Hilderthorpe  one  sub- 
district. Sub-districts  Nos.  1,  2 and  3 have  been  done  by  Contractors.  In 
sub-districts  Nos.  1 and  2 the  work  has  at  times  been  badly  done,  numerous 
comjjlaints  have  been  made.  On  the  1st  April  1897,  the  Council 
commenced  to  do  the  House  Scavenging  in  sub-districts  Nos.  4,  5 and  6 with 
its  own  horses  and  carts  provided  for  that  and  other  purposes,  and  I am 
pleased  to  say  the  work  has  been  much  better  done. 
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During  the  nine  months  (April  1st  to  December  31st)  986  cart  loads 
have  been  collected  and  removed  by  the  Council.  No  less  than  816  doors 
&c.  have  been  reported  fast  so  that  the  men  could  not  get  on  the  premises 
in  these  same  three  sub- districts. 

Disinfectants. — During  the  summer  months  a quantity  of  Powder  and 
Fluid  was  procured,  and  both  used  freely. 

Cow-sheds. — During  the  year  I have  made  systematic  inspection  of  all 
Cow-sheds,  Daires  and  Milk  Shops.  On  the  31st  December  1897,  there 
were  on  the  Register  52  Cow-sheds,  5 Milk  Shops,  17  Slaughter  Houses,  7 
Common  Lodging  Houses  and  18  Bake  Houses.  The  Cow-sheds  have  been 
kept  in  fairly  clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  Two  or  three  (wood 
structure)  still  remain  which  are  not  satisfactory  as  to  space,  light, 
drainage,  &c.  Several  changes  of  registration  have  taken  place  during  the 
past  year.  (Those  cases  shown  in  Tabular  Statement  are  want  of  lime- 
washing and  cleansing,  drainage  blocked  or  defective,  manure  heaps  or 
pits,  space,  light  and  bad  construction). 

Dairies. — There  are  several  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores  in  the  district 
and  5 Milk  Shops,  (being  an  increase  of  one),  all  of  which  have  been  kept, 
together  with  their  utensils,  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  17  Registered  Slaughter  Houses  in 
the  District,  the  majority  of  which  have  been  fairly  well  managed,  and  are 
passably  adapted  for  the  business.  Some,  however,  either  by  reason  of 
bad  position  or  defective  construction,  are  a frequent  cause  of  complaint, 
and  have  caused  the  department  considerable  trouble.  The  majority  of 
cases  shown  in  Tabular  Statement  have  arisen  from  accumulation  of 
manure,  stinking  pig  wash,  and  improper  deposit  of  garbage,  &c. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — The  number  of  Common  Lodging  Houses 
on  the  Register  is  7,  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  They  are  all  situated 
in  Bridlington,  and  provide  nightly  accomodation  for  101  lodgers.  The 
cubic  space  is  sufficient  for  that  number.  During  the  year  I have  dealt 
with  numerous  small  matters  (as  shown  in  Tabular  Statement),  such  as 
filthy  privies,  yards  and  manure  heaps,  want  of  ventilation  of  rooms, 
inattention  to  the  emptying  of  slops,  &c. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  18  Bakehouses  in  the  District  the  whole  of 
which  comply  with  the  provisions  relating  to  them,  only  a few  small 
matters  have  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

Analysis. — In  July  last  by  instructions  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  I 
procured  one  sample  of  Butter  and  three  samples  of  Milk,  parts  of  which 
I forwarded  to  James  Bains,  Esq.,  Public  Analyst,  Hull,  for  Analysis, 
the  whole  of  which  samples  were  certified  by  him  to  be  genuine  of  their 
kind. 

Smoke  Observations. — During  the  year  23  observations  of  emitting 
volumes  of  dense  black  smoke  from  Bakehouses  and  other  chimneys  have 
been  noted,  duration  of  same  was  from  2%  to  9 minutes.  One  chimney  in 
a central  part  of  the  town  has  been  the  source  of  many  complaints. 

Inspections  Made. — During  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1897,  I 
have  made  the  following  visits  of  Inspection  to  the  places  named  below. 
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To  Cow-sheds,  Dairies  and  Milk-shops  ... 

„ Slaughter-houses 
,,  Common  Lodging-houses 
,,  Bakehouses 

,,  Workshops  and  some  other  places  of  Trade 


366 

192 

77 

108 

26 

769 


Port  Sanitary  Inspection. — I have  also  inspected  3 sea-going  vessels 
and  168  fishing  vessels  from  the  various  fishing  ports,  as  compared  with  10 
seagoing  vessels  and  157  fishing  vessels  in  the  previous  year.  Some  of  the 
Scotch  vessels  were  found  very  dirty,  cabins  very  low  and  badly  ventilated 
and  of  insufficient  space.  The  Boulogne  fishing  vessel  No.  1909,  which 
came  into  the  harbour  with  a sick  man  on  board,  on  the  4th  October,  was 
in  a very  dirty  condition,  and  much  overcrowded.  The  vessel  went  out 
to  sea  again  by  the  next  tide. 

Beach. — Number  of  entries  made  ef  people  using  the  beach  with 
various  stalls,  &c.,  during  the  summer  season  of  1897,  645. 


Fees  received  for  same 
Fee  property  account 


Total 

Licences  granted  for  Beach  for  Season. — 

17  horses  at  1/6  each  ...  

78  asses  at  1/-  each 

26  attendants  on  above  at  1/-  each  ... 


Total 


£10 

13 

0 

£5 

10 

0 

£10 

3 

0 

£1 

5 

6 

£3 

18 

0 

£1 

6 

0 

£6 

9 

6 

Furious  Riding  on  the  Beach.— -Two  persons  were  summoned  before 
the  Justices  for  furiously  riding  horses  on  the  beach,  to  the  danger  of  the 
public.  One  person  was  fined  £1  including  costs,  and  one  person  fined 
10s.  and. the  costs. 

During  the  season  several  mishaps  occurred  (on  the  beach)  to  children 
and  others,  by  the  reckless  riding  of  trippers,  &c.,  and  I would  strongly 
advise  the  committee  if  horses  are  to  be  licensed  in  future,  to  have  the 
stands  removed  considerably  further  north. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir 

Yours  obediently, 

FRANCIS  REED, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances,  &c.,  &c., 

To  W.  A.  WETWAN,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Urban 
District  Council,  Bridlington. 
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TABULAE  STATEMENT  OF  CASES 

Defective  Privies,  Soil-boxes,  &c. 

„ Ashpits 
,,  Drainage 
Privies  without  soil-boxes 

,,  empty  through  dwelling  houses 
„ improper  situation  ... 

Dust-boxes  provided 
Filthy  Dipstone  Cesspools,  &c. 

W.C’s.  want  of  Ventilation,  and  Water  Supply 
,,  improper  situation 
House  Drains,  &c.,  blocked  up 

Houses,  "Workshops,  &c.,  want  of  Sanitary  accommodation 

Floors  and  Yards  badly  paved 

Undrained  and  Filthy  Piggeries 

Filthy  rain-water  Cisterns  and  leaky  fall  pipes 

Filthy  Living  and  Sleeping  Eooms 

Accumulation  and  Deposit  of  Filth  and  Manure  heaps 

Lock-up  Shops,  Workrooms,  want  of  Ventilation 

Piggeries  removed 

Filthy  and  grown  up  water  courses  ... 


31 

10 

21 

18 

2 

2 

5 

17 

23 

4 

22 

21 

7 

5 

11 

7 

17 

1 

3 

2 


COW-SHEDS,  DAILIES  AND  MILK-SHOPS. 

Limewashing  and  Cleansing 

Drains  blocked  or  defective,  and  repairs 

Filthy  Manure  Heaps  or  Pits 

Insufficient  space,  light  and  bad  construction 

Swine  removed  from  Cow-sheds 

Other  matters 


SLAUGHTEK-HOUSES. 

Lime  washing  and  Cleansing  ... 

Yards,  &c.,  badly  paved 
Improper  deposit  of  Garbage,  &c., 

Accumulation  of  Manure  and  stinking  pig  wash 
Other  matters 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

Limewashing  and  Cleansing  ... 

Filthy  Privies,  Yards  and  Manure  Heaps 

Want  of  Ventilation  of  Looms,  inattention  to  slops,  &c., 

Lepairs  of  Living  and  Sleeping  Looms 

Worn-out  and  leaky  soil-boxes 

Yards  want  of  paving,  drains  blocked  up 


229 


7 

8 
9 
4 
1 
2 

31 


3 

4 
6 
9 
2 

24 


4 

12 

10 

6 

3 

4 


39 


16 


BAKE-HOUSES. 

Limewashing  and  Cleansing... 

Removal  of  Ashes,  &c. 


Total 

F.  REED. 


